
International Society of Six Sigma Professionals 

Initial Board Meeting Minutes 
April 14, 2017 

I. Formal Introductions 

Becky Barry began the International Society of Six Sigma Professionals (ISSSP) 
meeting with a short Welcome and opportunity for everyone attending to introduce his 
or herself with a brief summary of their experience.  

The following Board Members were in attendance: 

 Peter Peterka 

 Alan Hulme-Lowe 

 Dr. Lepora Menefee  

In addition, the following individuals and legal counsel were in attendance 

 Laura Fowler 

 Svetlana Peterka 

 Rebecca Barry 

 

Pete Peterka called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm on April 14, 2017 at The Fairfield 
Inn & Suites located in Austin, Texas. 

II. A Short History 

Peter Peterka then provided the audience with a short overview of the history of ISSSP. 
Part of the history, included his purchase of the site and all contents from the previous 
owner. He also explained its original focus, and the new focus for the organization as 
the group goes forward.  

III. Why is ISSSP needed more now than ever? 

Peter Peterka explained to the board members and everyone present the need for a 
reputable organization that would accredit credible organizations that provide Six 
Sigma training. He also discussed the benefit of offering webinars to members. Other 
benefits would be discussed in the future. It was determined that scholarship funding 
would be provided at a later time either through ISSSP or an ISSSP entity. 

IV. 501c(6) and 501c(3) – (Laura} 



Attorney Laura Fowler of the firm Fowler Law Firm, PC discussed the benefits of 
filing as an LLC, 501c(6) and 501c(3). She recommended a 501c(6) to the organization 
with the ability to create a separate entity as a 501c(3) should the need arise. 

Ms. Fowler discussed in detail the pros and cons, as well as the potential hazards that 
any organization may face as a nonprofit. 

Attorney Fowler also discussed the problems that could potentially occur with the 
International Society of Six Sigma Professionals and ISSSP names. 

Laura Fowler excused herself from the meeting after her presentation, so that other 
business could be completed based on her information and more data provided by Peter 
Peterka and Rebecca Barry. 

V. New business 

a) Which Nonprofit Designation is the Best Option? 

The board briefly discussed the different designations. A unanimous vote 
determined that a 501c(6) is the appropriate option for ISSP at this time. The 
board left the opportunity to add a subsidiary 501c(3) for the purpose of 
scholarships, etc. as an option for the future. 

b) What Name Should The Organization File Under 

The Board members discussed Ms. Fowler’s concerns regarding the use of 
International Society of Six Sigma Professionals. Despite the concerns, the 
Board decided to go ahead with the organizations original name based on the 
long history and the documents provided by Peter Peterka listing his 
ownership to the trademarks. 

c) Designation of Board Member Titles 

Board member titles were discussed among the members. It was voted 
unanimously that the falling titles would be used for each board member: 

Peter Peterka – Chariman of the Board 

Alan Hulme-Lowe – Board Director 

Dr. Lepora Menefee – Board Director 

d) Ownership of Intellectual Property 

After hearing Laura Fowlers opinions regarding the Intellectual Property 
associated with the organization, Peter Peterka, Alan Hulme-Low, and Dr. 



Lepora Menefee agreed that Peter Peterka would keep the rights to all 
Intellectual Property. The rights will be drawn up into a contract that leases 
the material to ISSSP on a monthly or annual basis. 

e) Who will be handling Day to Day? 

Per Laura’s suggestion a discussion was conducted among the board members 
to determine, who should run the day-to-day business. It was decided that 
Rebecca Barry or Patrick Spagan would act as the Executive Director, but 
Rebecca Barry would be the Interim Executive Director until Pat could be 
consulted. 

f) The Need for Insurance 

The board unanimously agreed that insurance was needed to protect the board 
members and executives. 

 

VI. Miscellaneous 

In addition to the items discussed above, the following topics were also covered. 

a) Website Overview - isssp.org staging site - A brief look and overview of the 
website was provided to the group by Peter Peterka. 

b) By-Law Examples – Although Laura Fowler discussed by-laws in her 
presentation, Peter Peterka showed board members by-laws from other 
reputable organizations as examples. 

c) Accreditation  

Accreditation requirements for Six Sigma organizations accredited by ISSSP 
were discussed. The details will be fine-tuned in a later meeting, but all agreed 
that there should be training length requirements, good standing with the 
Better Business Bureau, and a program that is more than just an exam. 

d) Membership 

Membership options were discussed briefly. It was determined unanimously 
that there should be membership tiers to provide affordable options without 
depriving the organization of vital funding needed to be successful. 

e) Membership Benefits & Fees 

This item was only briefly discussed without any resolution. It will be left for 
the next meeting. 



VII. Voting on New Business Items 

The following new business items were approved: 

a) ISSSP will be registered as a 501c(6) nonprofit organization. 

b) Board member titles were assigned. 

c) Insurance will be required. 

d) Rebecca Barry will be the Interim Executive Director 

VIII. Adjournment 

Peter Peterka adjourned the meeting at 4:34 pm. 

Minutes submitted by:  Rebecca Barry 

Minutes approved by:  The Board Members 


